THE GIFT

“Every child comes with the message that God is not discouraged of Man”-Tagore

[ am the best gift God could give to my Parents and the world! He molded me in His own image and put His
spirit within me so that I may walk His ways. He had just one purpose for having placed me 1n this beautiful
common home- to make it a better place for all his children and the living creatures.

In order to achieve this end, he has given me many beautiful 'Gifts'. Often we take these Gifts for granted
without realizing their true value and the great benevolence of the Giver of these 'Gifts'!

This year's Calendar titled 'The Gift' features a few of these prominent 'gifts' from Feb'22- to Dec'22. We are
fortunate to have a 'Father' who 1n His wisdom and bounty provides these and numerous other Gifts day after day
throughout our lives. We cannot imagine a life without these Gifts!

Though we owe so much to each of these fleeting gifts for their inherent beauty and blessings, it 1s to Him,
the source of all the Gifts that we owe our thanksgiving and praises now and forever! As our Creator and Sustainer,
He 1s the supreme 'Gift' to humanity, the greatest of all 'Gifts'. The month of January 1s dedicated to Him as He
gives us yet another year with 365 days packed with millions of 'time-droplets' to celebrate them in harmony with
the whole creation.

“Life 1s a precious gift from God! Value and live 1t to the fullest, becoming all things to all men and women

so that we become a 'Gift outright'to Him”.
a ad 2o o

() MONTFORT COMMUNITY TRIBAL HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL £
20 years of committed sewice to the tuibals |

0 2000 - Discovery and insertion of the mission area in the tribal belt of Maramangalam, Yercaud.
0 2001- Humble beginning of the community center and the community school with 7 students.
0 2003 - Recognition of the school by the Government of Tamil Nadu upto std. V - Elevated as high school in the year 2004
and upgraded as higher secondary in 2007. The first batch of students appear for +2 exam.
O After 20 years of struggle and perseverance, today the school has a strength of 854 tribal students with 234 boarders and 60 committed teaching

and non-teaching staff members. Coupled with good academic and curricular activities, our tribal students are performing exceptionally well
in sports and games. We have already produced four National athletes. The NCC, NSS, Scouts and Guides along with Bulbuls and Cubs

have brought accolades to the school.
O Our intervention is slowly and steadily bearing much fruits. A society that has been isolated and sidelined is waking up to join the mainstream of life with

hope and enthusiasm. We are ever grateful to our Benefactors, Brothers of the Province, the Govt. of Tamil Nadu and all our well-wishers and friends.

You are welcome fo
A land where the stars never cease to shine,

where the heaven stoops down to touch the earth,
to see for yourselves God's own children at work and play.




e A .-'-.-]
A L r‘l.

20qeww aﬁcammtttedoeftmcetatﬁebuﬁa&s

- JANUARY 2022

My Creator, ﬂfly Sustainer

Nobody has seen Him face to face in His magnificence and glory.
From the beginning all the efforts by the virtuous

and seekers of truth to describe, situate and define His nature

was a failure leading to the creation of Religions and cults.

Some pointed to the stars, others to the mountains, rivers and seas...
And finally we found an answer in the “incarnated one”

who showed us the path to His Father, the Almighty-

the Creator who continues to sustain us.

He cannot be fathomed with our little knowledge and understanding-
He is everything except that which we think He is!

My 'being' and my 'life' is a 'gift' from Him-

not only me, but every child that comes to this world

1s the continuation of His wondrous act of Creation.

The richness and the wealth He has put into me 1s immeasurable.
I am the most beautiful handwork of the eternal Architect

I owe everything to Him!

He loved me and had drawn a marvelous plan of life

even before He formed me in my mother's womb!

Nothing happens to me without His knowledge-

but He respects my freedom of thought and actions.

In time, He has planted me in His most beautiful garden

to take root, grow and to produce fruits worth adorning His eternal feet.
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In pain she brought me to life. ..
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My Mother, My Joy

with very few realizing their true value!

With sleepless nights, sacrifices and deprivation

she raised me - singing thousands of songs

dipped in sorrow and joy along with stories of wonder!

My character, health, intelligence and personality

belong to her mostly, along with all that 1 have.

In pain or in anguish, it is her name that escapes my lips!

| can never compensate her for the immeasurable joy

and goodness with which she has filled me-

Pocts and Bards have wnitten countless volumes,

painting the greatness of our '"Mothers'-
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Inspite of all the 'glonfication’ written and spoken,
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it's a paradox that many of our Mums and Dads
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languish their latter days away from their own homes

living a life confined to some insignificant corners

assigned by their children and in-laws,

realizing least that their fate will be worse!

(n earth or in heaven, mother 15 my best guide,

protector and intercessor with the Father,

I wish and pray that I have another opportunity

to be born of my mother yet again, if ever there is a re-birth!
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My father was the strongest man

MARCH 2022

My Father, My Strength

I had come across in my childhood days-

I could jump over his shoulders and pull his ears...

Always patient, but concerned most

showing little love externally,

all his emotions buried deep within.

I have never seen him cry or shed tears...

but I know how much he has endured

for his children and the family.

Firm and strict, but at the end,

he did what was best for you!

SUNDAY MONDAY

to get his children admitted to good schools,
colleges and other centers of higher education.

He emptied his purses in order to place us

Responsibility was synonymous with my Dad's name

He would go to any extent, pleading and bending

in bright tracks of life without counting the cost.

All these and more was not for any gratification from us
as we grow up or when he is old and bed ridden

with 11l health, looking constantly for supporting hands.
My 'father', an earthly replica of my 'Father' in heaven,

whom we have not seen except through my 'dad' on earth!
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20 years ef cammitted sexwvice te the trvibals

My Teachers, Guides and Students

Matha, Pitha, Guru, Theivam (Mother, Father, Teacher and God) to my grave along with all my genuine guides.

a famous Tamil dictum highlights the hierarchy Even if we lose (God, teachers will help find Him!

of those to whom we owe our lives. Like the great "Teacher', they continue to guide perpetually

If we reverse the order, teachers are only next to God! the destinies of the world, even from their ash heaps.
And they shall remain so, forever with a wider significance. When | re-read those lessons taught and infused by my past teachers,
Inspite of the latest trends and use of advanced technology such as they appear again before me, never to be wiped from my inward eye!

‘online digital classes, robotic teaching and paperless classrooms’, They all await my arrival up there, eager to know, how | have traded with

a good and committed teacher in flesh and blood cannot be replaced! and multiplied my talents built up in the classrooms.
Though my parents were my first teachers, My students too taught me many-a-lessons without lectures and books.
my teachers from nursery to higher education classes They continue to inspire me brimming with reverence and gratitude

continue to accompany me visibly or invisibly striving to live the values picked up bevond the lessons and classrooms.
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My Sisters

Elder or younger, | am never complete without my sisters. .. They would mend my torn outfits, polish the shoes and wash the clothes-
They are entwined with invisible chords of love and care, When in dire need with an empty purse,
Mot visible to the naked eye they provide me enough and more squeezing their purses.
but can never be concealed even before the blind! They found jov in giving rather than receiving,.
The elder ones cuddled and carned me around on their hips as a babe, The guestion “Who will erv when vou die?"
while the reverse was true of the younger ones. 15 nearly answered by our sisters,
Their love and bond is extraordinary, next only to that of my mother. Funerals of persons who were single are devoid of tears and sobbings. ..
As my mum got older and sick, if there are any, it will be from our sisters!
my sisters gradually took her place. You will always find a place in their homes and 1n their hearts.
They went out of the way to care tor me Blessed are they who have sisters
and to keep me happy and smiling. .. to love and care until the end of their days.
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%y brothers

Unlike my sisters, they would never cry for me in the open constantly wanting the best of everything,

but will walk long distances- As they grew up, they were equally concerned

to push me ahead of them 1n lLife! about me like my elder ones!

My clder ones accompanied me to School, When my parents grew older and became weary,
the Church, shops, the hospital and all over. my elder brothers limped behind them

Even while enjoying a dive in a little pond or the river, but the younger ones continued to stand by me,
they would follow with extreme care and caution. like a rock supporting in every way!

My brothers sacrificed their time and energy for my welfare Achievements, celebrations, accolades or 11l health,
with no regrets they shared with me generously it 15 my brothers who make me feel 1 am not alone!
even the sweets and little cats! In this world of uncertainties,

The younger ones often fought for their supremacy- they will certainly be with me always!

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

st 18

S dustin

I'he Blessad Yorgm Mary,

Mother of the Church St. Barnabas the Apostle

12 413 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 23 24 25

Pentecost Sunday

The body and blood of Christ SEAloysiug Consaga SLThomas More The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus | The Nativity of StJahn the Baptist
Sl 15
: : : First Marry
SLOyrl of Alexandria Stlremsaeus St.Peter & St.Paul, Apostles of 1he I'.'hm:.!:l: ,_-,|'i'1;,;.i."1:.:

41 | W Th | Sa
z 3 4 5 i T . g 1 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 W 1 N 1 M 25 W 27T W v I 3

z i 4 5 i T . 9 11 1 12 13 14 15 & 17 18 ¥ M 21 22 23 M 15 16

MONTFORT COMMUNITY HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL

KURAVANEADLU, KOMBUTHOOKI PO, YERCALUD TK. SALEM DT - 636601, E-mail: comschoolvercaudi@gmail.com




E.:mii, :M:turﬂ and Space

He evolved an integrated way of life, striving to lead the creation back to the creator!

Man has not yvet succeeded to define the limits of space

nor account for its composition and the matter it contains.

Our Mother Earth 15 just a 'dot' in the ever expanding heavens,

the seat of our Father we address often unaware of its vast dimensions.

space and Nature hold numerous mysteries, yvel to be revealed by Him.,

All the physical laws that govern our lives on Earth

are embedded in the bosom of the Universe.

The Earth, our common home has been much abused by the stewards

to whom 1t has been handed over for preservation and growth.

For that sage from Assisi, the green Planet was his beloved 'mother

and the Sun and Moon his siblings!
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Call 1t 'Eco spirituality or integrity of creation’,

the earth 15 gasping with pollution and climate changes

with very few leaders of the world ready for decisions

that would protect our only common home and the space around us.

With alarmingly decreasing oxvygen levels,

the inhabitants and all the living creatures along with the flora

are being choked with increasing carbon emission!

'‘Mow' 15 the opportune time for a positive decision and to act!

It is for us to choose to die or o live by mending the holes in ozone layers,

saving the forests and fighting the climate changes with zero emission!
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20 years of cammitted senvice to the tubials

AUGUST 2022

Doctors and Messengers of Wellness

If parents were the instruments in His hands

to bring me forth in flesh and blood,

it 15 the doctors, nurses and health workers

who keep me healthy, active and kicking.

They kept track of all the maladies 1 was subjected to,

from my conception and birth.

They continue to do so with patience and dedication

until I return to His bosom.

A little cold or a pain due to some imbalance in my body or mind,
an abnormal growth or a dreaded viral attack,

it 15 the doctors and medical workers

who venture to combat them with great success, risking their own lives!
Pandemic or epidemic, they sacrifice much

forgetting their families and leisure of hitfe.

A honest physician ol body and mind

heals the world by patience and deep concern for the sick

coupled with his‘her knowledge of medical findings.

Committed wellness messengers of the Almighty

do not sleep nor slumber whenever there 1s a cry for help.

They have healed us mostly by their positive approach and concern
rather than the chemistry of medicines admimistered.

May the generations of these healing warriors perpetuate forever!
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20 years ef comumitted sewvice ta the tuibials 'f EI I I':M

Scientists, Discoverers and Leaders

Who are these exceptional men and women the i-pad and i-pod along with the laptop to which we are stuck day and night.
on a divine mission of bringing to limelight- If I go beyvond the solar system, or to the depth of the blue,
principles, laws and mysteries hidden from our naked eyes? they are there with Him on a constant discovery mission!

If we name all of them... it will be an endless chain! The diseases and pandemic caused by bats, rats, flies and aves

The pen with which I scribble and the paper, along with micro-organisms did get checkmated by these hittle gods
the lens 1 wear for better vision, the fan that keeps me cool, designated by Him, the Eternal Healer.

the bright light dispelling darkness are foundations of great discoveries, The numerous discoveries and insights made to combat COVID-149
to start the data of giants in Science and Technology- and similar deadly diseases 15 the best evidence for the same,

who have changed the face of the world down the ages. Economists, poets and writers along with explorers

COur needs and wants gets multiplied with newer inventions- and true leaders of people and Nations have also made

the cell we carry as an inseparable companion, this world a better place to hive for you and me!
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Friends and those who waﬁmtﬁ Me

Good and faithful friends are our own shadows! and continue to stand by me with their unconditional love and support.
They are strong pillars at the time of crisis and ghastly winds of life. Many-a-times they held me back with care
Siblings and kins are by blood but my friends are by heart. from the Labyrinthine ways and led me in wisdom paths
Friends came into my lhife from the neighborhood that were challenging but straight and honest.
even before I entered the classrooms for formal learning! Their touch of love and gift of oneness
Attracted by childhood fascination, they all grew up with me. mixed with the pleasure of their consoling company
Gladly most of them took divergent paths to ascend, helped me to work and reach greater heights in life.
while a few others faded away into the oblivion. They held me close to their hearts and walked many distant and extra miles
In time, new equations of frnendship and contacts emerged fast with a sense of direction in moments of distress and sorrow.
but some of them tumed out to be black angels by their own choice! As time and circumstances gradually distance me from them,
Today, my psalms and songs are only for those who are strongly bonded I await their return and reunion in His presence!
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Saints in Heaven and Saints on Earth

EMBER 2022

God's faithful ones surrounding Him are busy day and night hMen and women who chose to live by their inner voice
constantly under request and supplications from mortals below, and walking a path of holiness
Thousands of shrines all over the world continue to be born amidst us
perpetually evoke His Mother to contain and annihilate the evil in the world.
and all those who walked His ways. We can see around us the footprints of these friends of God
Their intercessions and pleading bring down in abundance always speaking in His voice and treading His path
His perpetual blessings for cure of body and soul. to serve the least of His children without counting the cost.
| have been a great beneficiary of so0 many of these close friends | have had the joy of encountering and living with some of them!
and beloved of the Almighty. In their company, vou feel that you are walking with God!
These little gods had transcended They challenge you to be more humane on earth
religion, race, sex and worldly realities. before booking a slot in Heaven!
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20 years of committed sewwvice to the tribals BNy ' C E M ER Z “ZZ
The Challengers of Life

From the moment | was conceived, life was a challenge...

the varying tunes of gratitude to my Master,

There were numerous men and women who placed them on my path of flow.

who continued to challenge me throughout my life. Looking back, [ understand why there 15 evil

some positively and others negatively... in this world until the end of time!
Shall I call the negatives ones as hostile”? Oh, no! Often we call the critics and perpetrators of evil as wicked
If some of them feel so, it is their problem. and attribute to them the misfortunes and thoms of life.
Inspite of my immediate 'not so positive' human responses, But they are the hidden secrets of our growth-

they were powerful Masters and Guides though seldom aware of the good they were doing!

who taught me much with their wisdom of 1gnorance! Thanks to all my challengers for strengthening me
They brought out the best in me and making me taller with their words and deeds.

by being obstacles and rocks helping to play I wish that they too had grown with me.

SUNDAY MONDAY | TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
S—
St. Francis Xavier |
St Mecholas aLAmbrose T-i:u:.-lrl:n:lu-'.'uh.'lln_' Conceplion
s dns, 20 - |
' Our Lacly of Guadalupe st Lucy St.John of the Cross

18

World Migrants Day
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St.Peter Canisius
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L lerisdinkas
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ai. Stephen

27

S John, the Apostle

28

Holy Innocents

29

51, Thomas Becket

30

Holy Family

s W

31
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